
Sources behind “Did we really need one more one more ABC liquor license in Laguna?” 

1 --If Laguna Beach followed the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) guidelines, Laguna would have about 37 ABC licenses.  

See www.abc.ca.gov/permits/Census%20Tract%20Authorizations.pdf 

Pages 87, 88, 89 

For ABC website listing on-sale and off-sale guidelines by census tract for Laguna 
Beach. 

The following table is from attached filename ABC Concentration 3 

ABC shows concentration guidelines by census tract, but census tracts do not 
completely align with Laguna Beach boundaries. 

The first 5 below do align, but census tract 62604 goes from Laguna to Irvine and 
includes 15,174 people – of which about 3910 are in Laguna Beach – so I apportioned 
the guidelines based on population for that census tract.  For the 5 census tracts that 
align, there are 19,455 people and 30 allowed ABC licenses.  The share of Laguna 
residents in census tract 62604 is about 25% and proportionately, that would account 
for about 7 of the 26 ABC licenses allowed in census tract 62604.  So, the total I 
calculate as the ABC guidelines for Laguna Beach is 30 for the five tracts plus 7 for a 
total of 37. 

But as you will see there are 125 current on and off sale licenses in Laguna, so Laguna 
ABC licenses far exceed ABC guidelines. 

Census 
Tract 

Census 
Population City 

ABC 
Population 

On 
Sale 

Off 
Sale 

 62619 3885 LB 3885 4 2 
 62605 3094 LB 3094 3 1 
 62620 5065 LB 5065 6 2 
 62632 3979 LB 3979 4 2 
 42305 3432 LB 3432 4 2 
 

 
19455 

 
19455 21 9 30 

       62604 15174 LA/LB/SA 15174 18 8 26 

   
34629 39 17 56 

       
       

626043 1302 
west of high and pch -
- incl hillcrest,cliff 

   
       

 

actual LB 
population 

     
 

23365 
     



 
Proportionate 

     
 

1.20 
     

 
36 

     If the guidelines are proportionate, 36 
would be the guideline 

     

In addition, Laguna has other ABC licenses, but I have focused only on on and off sale 
licenses. 

An “On-sale license is for bars and restaurants. Off-sale is carry-out liquor stores. 

2--Instead, Laguna has 125 ABC licenses, which is a number far greater that the 
guidelines issued by the state for concentration of ABC licenses. – 

www.abc.ca.gov/datport/lqs.html?value=UEFHRU5VTUJFUj0xJlNDUkVFTklEPTYmUlB
UR1JPVVA9QURIT0MmQ0lUWT1MQUdVTkEgQkVBQ0gmUlBUVFlQRT05 
 

3-Laguna has between three and four times the number of State Department of ABC 
licenses that would be allowed under ABC guidelines.  

So – 125 is 3.4 times the guidelines. 

4--Compared to neighboring beach communities, Laguna has nearly four times the 
number of DUIs per resident 

Chart and table – see page following  

From the table, you can calculate that the total population of the other four cities is 
387,235 and the total number of DUIs for the other four cities is 1519 – working out to 
3.9 per 1000 residents compared to the number of annual DUIs in Laguna that works 
out to 14.6 per resident.  So, the number of DUIs per Laguna resident is 3.7 times the 
average of Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Dana Point and San Clemente. 

5--So, it is little surprise that having nearly four times the number of ABC licenses that 
we have nearly four times the DUIs.  

Chart and table 

From the table, you can calculate that the total population of the other four cities is 
387,235 and the total number of DUIs for the other four cities is 1519 – working out to 
3.9 per 1000 residents compared to the number of annual DUIs in Laguna that works 
out to 14.6 per resident.  So, the number of DUIs per Laguna resident is 3.7 times the 
average of Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Dana Point and San Clemente. 

 

6--Of 97 California cities in our population range, Laguna Beach has the highest number 
of annual DUI arrests according to the State of California Office of Traffic Safety.  



www.ots.ca.gov/Media_and_Research/Rankings/default.asp 

At the August 4, 2015 City Council meeting … Lt. Jeff Calvert did a part of the 
presentation and included the following comment:  “Laguna Beach police officers make 
more DUI arrests per capita (i.e. per our population) than any other law enforcement 
agency in the State of California.”  The website is: 

www.ots.ca.gov/Media_and_Research/Rankings/default.asp  

7--Compared to nearby beach communities (Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Dana 
Point, and San Clemente) Laguna Beach has the smallest population, but by far the 
highest number of ABC licenses and DUIs per resident.  

See following page with table and charts regarding Population, ABC Licenses, and DUIs  

8--Laguna’s police and other public safety services report spending an inordinate 
amount of time and effort on alcohol related issues. 

LB Indy July 22, 2106 “Visitors Overwhelm South Laguna Beaches”: 
“If it weren’t for alcohol, 80 percent of my job would be gone,” police Sergeant Eric Lee, 
who supervises the south Laguna patrols, told the group. “Has it gotten worse? Big 
head nod.” Disturbance calls, emergency calls and parking tickets have all escalated, 
he said. 
 
Most of the citations written by Orange County Parks, which has jurisdiction over South 
Laguna beaches, are for alcohol, said park ranger Kory McCain. 
 
9---And the City government share of sales tax revenue from sale of alcohol falls far 
short of covering the costs to the City attributable to sale of alcohol.  

City budget – www.lagunabeachcity.net/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=18863 

Page iii 

The top twenty-five sales tax producers make up over 44% of total sales tax revenue 
with restaurants generating 52% of all sales tax revenue. 
 
FY 2018-2109 Sales Tax Revenue = $6,081,000 
 
52% of $6,081,000 is $3,162,000.  Most ABC licenses limit liquor sales to 50% of 
restaurant revenue, so maximum sales tax from liquor sales should be $1,581,000. 
 
Public safety budget fy 2018-2019 
police  $      19,615,500  
fire  $      13,003,900  
marine 
safety  $        3,299,800  

 
 $      35,919,200  

 



10--While revenue to the City government from alcohol sales is approximately 
$1,500,000 per year, public safety costs are over $34,000,000 per year.  

City budget – 

 Public safety budget fy 2018-2019 
 

police  $      19,615,500  
fire  $      13,003,900  
marine 
safety  $        3,299,800  

 
 $      35,919,200  

 

11--Police departments in San Diego and other cities are now commonly protesting new 
liquor licenses where warranted by issues like over-saturation.  

www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/public-safety/sdpd-hopes-fight-crime-fighting-new-
liquor-licenses/ 

 

 



 


